
Study guide to the Dictators, topic 3 Paper 2.

Major themes that we analyze:

Origins and nature of the authoritarian and single-party states.
Conditions that produced the state.

Analyze the social, political, economic, religious, military, technological and cultural 
conditions in the previous regime that could produce the dictatorship. Compare 
different dictators.

Emergence of leaders: aims, ideology and support.
How did the dictator gain control of the party, what kind of support did the dictator 
have from different groups in the society. Why did certain groups support him, how 
strong was the opposition. Compare different dictators. Analyze the ideology, how 
important was the ideology to gain support. nature of the ideology, compare to 
others.

Totalitarianism: the aim and the extent to which it was achieved.
Definition of totalitarianism. Was the society totalitarian? To what extent was the 
society totalitarian? Compare to others.

Establishment of the authoritarian and single party states.
Methods: force and legal.

Once the Dictator is in charge, which methods are used by them to remain in power? 
Legal means changes of the constitution, gaining control over the police and the 
military forces. Legal methods also include the use of social welfare. The use of 
force needs to be analyzed, why and to what extent. Compare to others.

Form of government, ideology (left-wing / right-wing etc)
A single-party state is run by a party, a dictator can't make all the decisions. Analyze 
the ideology. Extent of ideology. Ideology vs power hunger?. Compare to others.

Nature, extent and treatment of opposition.
How big and active was the opposition? How was the opposition treated? Compare 
to others.

Domestic policies and impact.
Structure and organization of government and administration.

How was the dictator remaining in control of the country, the party, the party cadres 
and the population? Compare to others.

Political, economic, social and religious policies.
Analyze the different policies and value their success in comparison to their aims. 
Compare to others.

Role of education, the arts, the media and propaganda.
What role did these sectors of the dictatorship play for the dictator to control the 
single-party state? Compare to others.

Status of women, treatment of religious groups and minorities.
What role and why did women etc play in the society? Why? Successful? Compare 
to others.



IBO then asks us to use the following dictators for detailed study. (In bold letters the ones that we 
study deeper):

Africa: Kenyatta in Kenya and Nyerere in Tanzania.
Americas: Perón in Argentina and Castro in Cuba.
Asia and Oceania: Mao in China and Sukarno in Indonesia.
Europe and the Middle East: Hitler, Stalin and Nasser from Egypt.

We will come across more dictators when we study the other papers. These will not be studied in 
the same way as the ones above. 

For Paper 3: Mussolini, Lenin, Franco, Leaders in USSR after Stalin, one country in the 
eastern bloc (DDR and Hungary).
For Paper 1: Leaders in the Middle East, Leaders in China after Mao.


